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Amadeo of Savoy, Duke of Aosta. It was a wretched business.
Cold-shouldered by the " black " clerical aristocracy, as being an
enemy of the Pope, and coming from "the so-called Kingdom
of Italy"; deprived of his staunchest supporter, Prim, who was
murdered a day or two before he landed; at the mercy of all the
traditional obstacles and intrigues, with the peculiar horrors of
a Carlist war raging once more in the north-east, and Cuba in a
perpetual state of unrest or rebellion, no foreign prince could
have succeeded, however upright, honest, public-spirited or
strictly constitutional.

Moreover Amadeo was an Italian; and for that reason alone
he fell a victim to the ridicule with which, for some unknown
reason, most Spaniards regard Italians (and, it may be added,
most Italians regard Spaniards); a misunderstanding which is
one of the most unfortunate in Europe and which, being founded
on ridicule, is one of the most difficult to cure. Many good
monarchists had turned against Isabella, when they heard that
she had taken, as her latest lover, Marfori her steward, the son of
an Italian pastrycook. The harm lay not so much in the existence
of yet another lover, nor even in his being the son of a pastry-
cook, as in the fact that the lover was an Italian, Amadeo was
also an Italian. The Spanish people, with whom a sense of
humour is almost a disease, could never forget that in the
moment of solemnity and emotion when the new king swore
to obey the constitution, he had mispronounced the word
"I swear"; he had saidgiuro as in Italian instead ofjuro with the
distinctive Spanish j. The story may be a pure invention; it is
probably a traditional joke against all Italians speaking Spanish,
a joke so old and deeply rooted that no one in Spain will ever
believe or admit that an Italian, however well he may speak
Spanish, can possibly pronounce juro in any other way than
giuro. In the same way, a number of Spanish people will never
admit that an Englishman can use any part of the Spanish verb
except the infinitive; if the inaccuracy of the belief is demon-
strated, the reply will probably be: "You are the only English-
man I have ever heard do so ". An English or a German prince,
then, would have suffered the same ridiculous mishap as did